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FRONT WALKWAY Homeowners Lee and Lee-Anne
Stevens with their daughters Vielet (left) and Poppy,
and Lillee the pug. BATHROOM Sustainable and
serene, the main ensuite is everything Lee-Anne
dreamed of. Bath, Apuiser. Arcisan ‘Axus’ tapware,
Harvey Norman. Mirrors, 5utcheli5. Spotted-gum
vanity with marble top. Pendanf light, Creative Cables.
Irenbark weatherboards wrap arund the house. B
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This is the life

The Stevens family have heartily embraced rural
||~.:|n-5 Tl'w i love hr—-mp |nt|md’re|w connecte
nature :uru:l the nuances of the "h'mmng seasons,
and still marvel at the abundant wildlife around
thermn. Regular visitors include wallabies, many
different kinds of birds and lizards, even the
occasional echidna. Sometimes they spot
non-venomous diamond pythons sunbaking,
but are careful to leave them alone!
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or much of the year, Lee and Lee-Anne Stevenshaveall the doors

—— themost ofitsconnection to the surrounding bush. Living here
in the valleyis pure bliss, says Lee-Anne, and a far cry from their

previous pressure-cooker lifestyle in Brisbane
In 2014, Lee-Anne was suffering poor health, which she att ributed o

her high-stress job and coming into contact with toxic materials while™
renovating a number of old properties over the years. Inorder to hivea

'cleaner’ Efestyle and hopefully restore Lee-Anne’s health, the couple

decided to make atree-change in 2016, securing a vacant 2.4ha block

just 20km north-west of the city.

The Stevens briefed architect Shaun Lockyer to design a “modern
farmhouse’ that prioritised healthy spaces and natural materials. “Lee
and Lee-Anne have had an interest in all things 'green’ fora longtime,”
says Shaun "“They wanted to build a sustainable family home, butit
had to be practical in terms of incorporating the eco elements, They
wanted to be sensible and get value from their investment”

With a floor area of (89m¢?, the three-bedroom house is quite modest

bytoday's standards. But the spaces feel open and generous, thanks 1o

ﬁfte,ele-vnted ceilings and connections to the outdoors on two sides. The
floor plan is arranged around a grassed courtyard: garage, entry and

home officeatone end; main livingareasand bedroomsin the long part;
and alfresco entertaining zone - including a covered outdoor room »

andwindows oftheir Moreton Bay hinterland home open, making
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TGP 5 INDOGR
PLANTS (TO
HELP WITH AIR
PURIFICATIGN)

Peace lily

Devil's vy

Aloe vera
Snake plant
English vy

OUTDOOR
PLANTS

Seaside daisy
Dwarf fringed wattle
[Acacia fimbriata
‘Nana')
Philodendron 'Congo’
Climbing fig

(Ficus pumila)

B DNING The wesalheris o bitegale rhere than in
Brishonesa Lhe doublesided Seguin fireploce, h-a'
Seulpl Fireploce Callection, s88 plenty of use inwiites &
Surra ur'ldir'-g- ilare recye led hl'rtb frarm The Brick i,
Anlique French dining lnhlt_wﬂlmth_ Yintoge Higis '
thairs. Lauvres, Breeswoy. Latal hars: 'Dreorme 808,
waven pendanl |i|3h|.. 2550, mﬂl Seall .
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THE
BDINING The main living areas cannect la the gorden an lwa sides. "Pappy can run in ond aul o5 she PALETTE
pleoses,” soys Lee-Arne. Bench seol designed by Shoun Lackyer, mode by Heolthy Abade. Thraw, tesnnaases
Paompao. lranberk Hoaring, Queereland Timber Flaaring, KITCHEN With an arganic vegie gorden just
sleps owoy, reshpraduce Bolvoys anthe menu. Cuslam staols by |D Lee Furniture. Ovens, Siemens,
Benchiops instainless steel (ol right) and spaued gum (islond). The joineryis mode kamspotied gum
and EO V] ponek. Honed-cancrete Hoaring. Designer buy: Armanda Vicoria 'Luz’ gooseneck mises

Arestrained molerdok polelle conlribules lo Lhe homely Feel of thisspoce
"Iz za casy and cambariohle, | never wonl Lo leove,” soys Lee-Bnne. Custam armehair by Healt by

Abade and The Purc-Shagp. Olaman, Pap B Seatl. Bos ket, The Dharmo Daar. Rug, Armadilla & Ca.

top, 9000, Abey. LIVI

Spalled gumn
(jainery
thra ug h{]u.l}

Slate
hathroam walls)

Great escape
The decision to move to a rural area initially
raised a few eyebrows, says Lee-Anne. "When
we first told our hiends about our plans, they
told us theyd need a picnic lunch tocome and
visit,” she says, laughirg. "But now people ring us
and ask if they can come out for a barbecue.
Theylove it here 8s much as wedo  they visibly
relax kom the second they arrive and start

heading up our long driveway.”

and chemical-free pool - opposite. *“The outdoor room 1s one of
our favourite spaces,” says Lee-Anne. “Perched on the built-in
daybed taking inthe house and the landscape asone, you really
appreciate the greatness of Shaun's design.”

Lee and Lee-Anneare seasoned renovators (they have renovated,
built or project-managed 150 properties for their consultancy
business, Healthy Abode), so overseeing the interiors themselves
was a natural step. In line with their clean-living ethos, they
specified low-or nontoxic finishesand furnishingsthroughout.

The home feels especially welcoming, thanks to the use of
rustic materials - solid timber trusses, spotted-gum floors and

recycled bricks internally; and ironbark weatherboards
and texturaltyrolean render outside. Tnside, the materials palette

1s deliberately restrained sothe green views can take centrestage.
“Waking up to greenery every morning is a feast for the eyes
and helps reduce stress; it also improves your health longevity,
sleep and immune function,” says Lee-Anne.

Another bonus for the Stevens is that they're entirely self-
sufficient in terms of electricity, water storage and waste
management. Their power is generated by a {OkW solar system,

with its inverter located in a shed well away from the house to
minimisethe impact ofelectromagnetic fields. Water from their
four rainwater tanks isdelivered to the home via BPA-free pipes,
and waste isnaturally processed with a BioCycle aerobic waste-
water treatment system.

The family - now including five-year-old Poppy and baby Violet
- also maintain an organic vegetable garden and keepbees for
honey. “Poppy spendshours atthe fence linepatting and feeding
our neighbours horses or generally exploring, cimbing trees
and getting dirty. t's wonderful " says Lee-Anne As dusk falls,
they put the chooksto bed, thentake an “adventurewalk”around
the property, gathering bits and pieces for Poppy's treasure
collection. Later, Lee-Anne will sitin the hanging chair on the
deckand read to Poppy or rock Violet to sleep.

While Lee and Lee-Anne began this journey to improve
Lee-Anne'shealth, the move has benefited the whole family. "We
can't imagine living any other way now,” she says. 3
Shaun Lockyer Architects, Newstead, Queensiand; (07) 3257
7288 or lockyerarchitects.com.aw Healthy Abode, Brisbane,
Queensland; 0433 507 345 or healthyabode.com.aw
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MAIN BEDROOM "We installed retractable fly sereens so we ean open up the whole house and let fresh air in but keep the bugs eut,” says Lee-Anne.
Bed and side table, d-Bodhi. Bed linen, Elkie & Ark. Jute mandala wall art, The Dharma Door. Outside, the gardens are by Dan Young Landscape

Architect and Lush Landscape Solutions. ENSUITE below left and apposite “Shaun thought about every detail, right down to where you hang your towel
when you shower,” says Lee-Anne. Marble benchtop. Arcisan ‘Axus’ tapware, Harvey Norman. Bath, Apaiser. Towels, Loom Towels, Stool, The Purc-Shop.
‘Black Petal on White Background' encaustic floor tiles, Teranova. Smart buy: ‘Abyss’ slate wall tiles, from $94/m?, Eco Outdoor. GUESTROOM There
are plants in every room to help ‘clean’ the air. Bench, |D Lee Furniture. Peg rail, Imprint House. Baskets, The Leisa Tree. For Where to Buy, see page 187. H&G




